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moſt extraordinary Dedication 
that was ever made to you, 
| or to any Man that had any 
thing to give. It is not to aſk your Patro- 
nage, which I do not in the leaſt expect. 
It is not to inform you of the incompara- 
ble Beauties of your Perſon, or the ſur- 
prifing Induements of your Mind : It is 


not to recount the Eminent Services you 


have done your Country in Times paſt, 
or your rare Abilities and undoubted Incli- 
nation to ſerve it in Time to come: Nor is 
it to aſſure yqu of the conſtant Attach- 
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All theſe Things I leave to the unwor- 


thy Objects, as they call themſelves, not 
ſincerely, bug truly, upon whom you have 
generally beſtowed your Favours ; for asto 


myſelf, tho' I have not Vanity n to 


"think I have much Merit, I find I have in 


my Nature too much of the fubborn En- 
gliſb Spirit, to hope for any of your Diſ- 
e. | 


Having thus told you what I do not in- 
tend, I ſhall now tell you what I do. The 


Misfortunes of your Country have given 


you a great ſhare in its Councils; and as 
few have a larger Stake in it than you, 
no one can have in Intereſt a greater Con- 


cern to take Care, that its future Chance 
for Rare be fair and equal. 


„ 


The e Death 
of his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales, 
has expoſed us to the Danger of a Mino- 
rity, which God Almighty avert ; for the 


following Sheets will ſhew you, that ſhould 
ſuch a Caſe happen, which God forbid, 


the 


= 


+ 


the Odds will be very much againſt us, if 


not. prevented by the, moſt prudent Regu- 


Kons. 


I 


The Deſign of this Dedication there- 
fore is, to intreat you to conſider ſeriouſly, 
if it be poſſible for one of your Rank and 
Temper to conſider any thing ſeriouſly, 


how to prevent the fatal Conſequences 
that have uſually happened, 
unfortunate Event ſhould by the Courſe of 


if ſuch an 


Nature, or otherwiſe, be brought abour. 


' Theſe Conſequences are of two Sorts : 
Such as may be fatal to the Infant King ; 
Or ſuch as may be fatal to the Nation; and 

- whatever Conſequences may be fatal to 
eitker, muſt have a dangerous Tendency 

with Reſpect to the other. The firſt ſort 
generally proceed from the Ambition and 
too great Power of the Perſon appointed 
Regent, or of the Perſon who gets the 

Government of the Regency, when more 
than one are appointed. The ſecond pro- 
ceed from the too little Power of the Re- 


gent, or the Factions and Diviſions that 
ariſe in the Regency when a number of 


_ Perſons are appointed. 


How 
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W to Dreveat both theſe Evils 1 ſhall 


not pretend to ſuggeſt; but if there be a 


Perſon in the. Kingdom from whoſe Ambi- 


tion no Danger can be apprehended with 
| Reſpe& to the Minor. King, and from 
whoſe Wiſdom and natural Diſpoſition the 

Nation may expect a juſt and happy Go- 


vernment, that Perſon ought to be pre- 


viouſly appointed by Act of Parliament. 


Such a Perſon, if happily for us ſuch a 


Perſon there be, ought, I humbly think, 


not only to be appointed, but ſolely ap- 


pointed, and with a Power equal to that of 
A Sovereign for the only Reaſon for ap- 


pointing more Regents than one, or for 
ſaddling a ſole Regent with an irremova- 


ble Council, is. the Danger to which the 
voung King may be expoſed by the Ambi- 


tion of ſuch a Regent; and when no ſuch 
Danger is to be apprehended, there can be 


no Reaſon for altering our eſtabliſhed Form 


of Government, 


If ſuch a Perſon therefore can be pointed 


out, I hope no Miniſter or other Grandee 


will be ſo ſelfiſh as to think of fixing him- 
felt 


5 ( vi-) 

ſelf in the Adminiſtration of Government 
by Act of Parliament, at the evident Riſk 
of his Country's Happineſs. 


*Tis true, all the Precedents, except that 
of the Earl of Pembroke, in the Minority 
of Henry the Third, are againſt this Opi- 
nion; but the Reaſon I have aſſigned was 
ſtrong with regard to every one of them; 
and were it otherwiſe, I hope we are not 
ſo wedded to Precedents, as without any 
Reaſon to adhere to «thoſe which have in- 
variably produced Effects fatal to the 


Nation. 
April z zd, | Lam, 
1751. N | 
5 My Lox p, 


One who will always, 


be hopes, 


be your Friend and Servant, 


but never will be 


your Slave or Sycophant. 
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N the few following Show, my chief 
8 Deſign is to give an Account of the 
| Regencies appointed during the Minority of 

the then reigning King; but I ſhall like- 
wiſe take Notice of ſuch of thoſe Regencies 
appointed during the Abſence, or Incapaci- 
ty of the reigning King, as were attended 
with any remarkable Conſequences ; and the 
_ firſt of theſe is the Regency appointed by 
William the Conqueror, upon his Death-bed, 


in Favour of his ſecond Son Wilkan, com- 


monly called William Rufus. 

As Nobert. the Conquerors eldeſt Son; 
had, in the Year 1077, rebelled againſt 
him, it is probable, that he would not 
truſt either of his Sons with the Govern- 
ment of England during his Abſence, when 


he engaged in his laſt War againſt France, 
| B but 
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0 3 
but carried both Milliam and Henry, hig 
two younger Sons, along with him; for as 
to Robert, the eldeſt, he was then abſent i in 
Germany; therefore, tho our Hiſtorians do 

not mention it, I am convinced, that he 
had given a Commiſſion of Regency to 
Lanfranc, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and . 
Eudo, the High-Treaſurer. But as he was 
reſolved, that his ſecond Son, William, 
ſhould ſucceed him in his Kingdom of En- 
gland, as foon as he began to think him- 
ſelf paſt Hopes of Recovery, he ſent him 
over to England; and tho' none of our 
_ Hiſtorians, ſo far as I can find, take Notice 
of it, yet I think it is plain, that he gave 
him a Commiſſion, revoking his former 
| Commiſſion of Regency, and appointing 
him ſole Regent of England, daring his 
Abſence. _ 

My Reaſons for believing that Young 
William brought with him ſuch a Com- 
miſſion, are, Firſt, Becauſe it was ſo ne- 
ceſſary for enabling him to carry his Fa- 
ther's Deſign into Execution, in ſecuring 
to himſelf the Succeſſion. Secondly, Be- 
cauſe without ſuch a Commiſſion Eudo 
could neither deliver to him the King's 
Treaſure, nor ſecure for him any of the 
Caſtles in the Kingdom. Thirdly, Becauſe 
without ſuch a Commiſſion Young William 
could not pretend to have impriſoned Vnotb 
and Morcar; and, W Becauſe his 
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having ſuch a Commiſſion made it abſo- 
lutely neceſſary for him to conceal his Fa- 
ther's Death, till he had taken proper 
Meaſures for ſecuring his own Election. 
In this Enterprize, however, Dung Wil. 
lam had ſeveral great Difficulties to encoun- 
ter. Edgar Atheling, the rightful Heir to 
the Crown, was ſtill alive, and favoured 
by all true Engliſbmen, as well as ſupported 
by the King of Scotland. Robert, William's 
eldeſt Brother, who was by his Father's 
Will to be in Poſſeſſion of Normandy, had 
a great Party among the Normans ſettled 
in England, and, without Doubt, would lay 
Claim to the ' Enughſh Crown. And the 
greateſt Difficulty of all, which William 
had to ſtruggle with, was his own Charac- 
ter, which Rapin gives us in theſe Words: 
The only good Quality remarkable in 
t him was his great Courage, which, how- 
© ever, was hardly to be diſtinguiſhed 
from a brutal Fierceneſs. He was of a 
* very ill Diſpoſition, which being never 
© correted by Education, frequently led 
« him to Actions unworthy a Prince. 
_ © Bred up to Arms from his Youth, and at 
* a Court where he continually beheld In- 
* ſtances of Severity and abſolute Power, 
©* he became a perfect Brute in his Beha- 
* viour and Manners. To theſe ill Qua- 
* lities he joined a great Indifference for 
Religion, and his whole Conduct ſhewed 
eo « himſelf 
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to both, many of them were certainly bought 


C 5 
“ him to be regardleſs of Honour or Ho- 
“ neſty. He was as greedy of Money as 
* his Father, but with this Difference, 
ce the Father heaped up Money purely for 
© the Sake of hoarding, and very unwil. 
« lingly parted with it; whereas the Son 
* loved it, only to ſquander it away in 
« vain Expences, wherein he was guided 
more by Caprice than Reaſon.” 

On the other hand, Young William had 
theſe Advantages in his Favour, The En- 


glifh, who were real Friends to the right- 
Fal Heir 'of the Crown, had by the Con- 


queror been bereft of all Power, Arms, 
and Money; and ſuch of the Engliſb, as 
had ſupported or readily ſubmitted to the 
Conqueror, imagined, that as England would, 
by young Wilkam's Acceſſion to the Throne, 
be diſunited from Normandy, he would pur- 


ſue the ſole and true Intereſt of England, 


and not ſhew fuch a Partiality to the Nor- 
mans, as his Father had done. Then as to 
the Normans ſettled in England, they were 
in Poſſeſſion of great Eſtates acquired by 
the Conqueſt, and conſequently were afraid, 
that a Diſpute between the two Brothers, if 
it ſhould come to a civil War, might open 
a Door for Edgar Atheling, the true Heir 


to the Engliſb Crown, by which they would 


be deprived of all their Poſſeſſions, and 
the Engh/hþ Proprietors reſtored. And as 


by 


9 85 1 - 

by the hoarded up Treaſures of William the 
Conqueror, which 
Poſſeſſion of; and both expected, that he 
would allow himſelf to be governed by the 
Advice of Lanfranc, who had generally 
an excellent Character. 

Theſe Advantages prevailed over all 
Diffieulties; and he managed his Affairs ſo 
well by the Advice of Lanfranc, and the 
Authority which his Commiſſion of Regency 
gave him, that he was without Oppoſition 
choſen, and crown'd King of England, 
preſently after his Father's Death came to 


be publickly known, being then in the thir- 


ty-firſt, or thirty-ſecond Year of his Age. 
But all the glittering Hopes that had been 
conceived from his ſucceeding to the Crown, 
were ſoon found to be meer Tinſel. Lan- 
franc was diſgraced, and died in about a 
Year after his Acceſſion ; and in leſs than 
two Years he involved England in a War, 
for the Recovery of Normandy from his Bro- 
ther Robert; and this, as well as other 
Wars, he engaged in, proving unſucceſs- 
ful, and involving him in Want, he be- 
gan to load both Engliſb and Normans 
with Taxes, which were raiſed in the moſt 
oppreſſive Manner; ſo that his Reign be- 


came a moſt cruel Tyranny; which he began 
to repent of during a dangerous Illneſs, and 


being frightened at the Approach of Death, 
he made ſome Atonements ; but as ſoon as 


he 


ng Wilkam had got 
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2. 
he recovered, he relapſed into all his former 
Cruelties and Oppreſſions, which by Rapin 
are ſummed up in theſe Words: 

* Extortion, Injuſtice and Rapine, were 
& as prevalent as ever. The Adminiſtra- 


A 


Cc 


tion of Juſtice was in the Hands of ſuch 
& as took more Care to enrich themſelves, 
* than diſcharge the Duties of their re- 
ſpective Offices. All were poor, but 
te thoſe who had the fingering of the pub- 
* lick Money. To be in Favour with the 
e King, it was neceſſary to be without 
*& Honour or Conſcience. None but In- 
« formers met with Encouragement. Theſe 
« Diſorders forced many honeſt Men to 
& reſolve to quit the Kingdom, and ſeek 
« elſewhere that Tranquility they could 
cc not find in their native Country. But 
« even this Liberty, which they imagined 
c they could not be abridged of, was de- 
cc nied them by an Edict, forbidding all 
* Perſons to go out of the Kingdom with- 
< out the King's Leave.” 
Such a Government, we may believe, 
could not have laſted long, if the chief 
Nobility had not been allowed a Share of 
the Plunder; but by that Means it was 
ſupported for thirteen Years, and the help- 
leſs People were at laſt delivered from it, 
by the King's being accidentally killed, as 
he was hunting in the New-PForeft in Hamp- 


ſhire, | 
William 


X a 


c 


0 >, 

Wi liam Rufus dying without Iſſue, he 
was ſucceeded by his younger Brother Henry, 
in the Year 1100, who in 1106 made his 
eldeſt Brother, Robert, a Priſoner, and again 
united Normandy to the Crown of England. 
Henry had by Matilda, Daughter of Mal- 

colm, King of Scotland, and Margaret, Sif- 
ter of Edgar Atheling, a Son named Vil- 
liam, to whom he made the People of 
Normandy, as well as England, ſwear Feal- 
ty, as his Succeſſor; but this William was 
drowned in his Paſſage from Normandy to 
England, ſo that Henry left only a Daugh- 
ter, Matilda, by the ſame Marriage, who 
had been firſt married to the Emperor, 
and afterwards to Geoffrey Plantagenet, Earl 
of Anjou, by whom ſhe had in 1133 a 
Son, named Henry. To this Daughter he 
likewiſe made both Normans and Engliſh 
ſwear Fealty, as his Succeſſor, and died in 
1135; but notwithſtanding the Care he 
had taken to have his Daughter ſucceed him, 


Stephen, Earl of Boulogne, his Relation and 


Favourite, got himſelf proclaimed King of 
England, and ſoon after got Poſſeſſion of 
N y, which he gave to Euſlace his 
eldeſt Son ; but being during moſt of his 
Reign involved in continual Wars with the 
Empreſs Matilda, and her Son Henry, he 
at laſt came to a Treaty with Henry, by 
which he was to enjoy the Crown of En- 
1 * his Life, and Henry to ſuc- 

ceed 
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his Brorhers to join with him. 


8 
ceed him. While this Treaty was ne- 
gotiating, his Son Enftace died without 
Iſſue; and as the Treaty was ſoon after con- 
cluded, his ſecond Son Villiam could never 
properly be ſaid to be Prince of England. 
Tho' Stephen was not Fifty, he died 
ſoon after the Concluſion of this Treaty; 


and Henry was proclaimed King of England, 


by the Name of Henry the Second, in the 
Year 11:54 This Henry had before got 
Poſſeſſion of Normandy, and by his Father, 
and in Right of his Wife, Eleanor of Gui- 
enne, he inherited Poictou, Guienne, Sain- 
tonge, Maine, Anjou, and Touraine, ſo that 
he became one of the moſt powerful Princes 
of his Time, and was extremely acceptable 
to the Engliſb, as being by his Mother the 


lineal Heir of their ancient Saxon Kings. 


When Henry came to the Crown he had 
two Sons, William and Henry, but William 


died the next Vear after his Acceſſion, and 


in 1153, he had another Son born to him, 
named Richard, and the next Year a Fourth, 
named Geoffrey, as alſo a Fifth in 1166, 
named John. In 1170 Henry made his 
eldeſt Son be crown'd King, and all the 
Barons to ſwear Fealty to him, in order to 
ſecure his Succeſſion; but this Precedent 
was never afterwards followed on Account 
of its Conſequences ; - for young Henry re- 
belled againſt his Father, and got moſt of 
In 


2 -Þ 


83 / . 


ES ©» 
In thoſe Days Men, and even Children (for 
Richard and Geoffry could properly be called 
nothing elſe) deſpiſed Titles that brought 
them neither Power or Profit; therefore, 
young Henry quarrelled with his Father, be- 
cauſe he had given him the Title of King 
without any Share of the Power, and he 
was joined by his Brother Richard, becauſe 
his Father had conferred on him the Title 
of Earl of Poictou, without giving him any 
Power over that Earldom; and alſo by his 
Brother Geoffry, who had married the 
Heireſs of Bretagne, and ſucceeded to that 
Dutchy upon the Death of his Father-in- 
Law, but the King his Father kept in his 
own Hands the Adminiſtration of the Go- 
vernment. 
Thus the old King was attack'd at once 
in Nor mandy by his Son Henry, ſupported 
by the King of France; in Guienne by his 
Son Richard; in Bretagne by his Son 
Geoffry; in the North by the King of 
Scotland, and at Home by a Rebellion 
headed by the Earl of Leiceſter; and as the 
Queen favoured her Sons, he was forced to 
confine her. But by his Courage, Conduct 
and Diligence he overcame all his Enemies, 
reduced his Sons to their Duty, and young 
Henry died without Iſſue in 1183. 
Notwithſtanding the Diſturbances Henry 

the Father had met with in his Reign, firſt 
from the Church, headed by Becker, Arch- 
2 B 
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biſhop of Canterbury, and afterwards from 
his Sons, yet he conquered Ireland, and 
died in 1189, leaving his Crown to Richard 
then become his eldeſt Son, who was pro- 


claimed King by the Name of Richard the 
firſt; and preſently after his Acceſſion, he 


diſmiſſed from his Councils and PFrefence all 


that bad ſided with him or his Brothers 


againſt his Father, but tho' he diſmiſſed 
them his Councils, he reftored to their 


Eſtates ſuch of them as. had upon that Ac. 


count been attainted. 
Richard, ſoon after his Acceſſion, under- 
took an Expedition or Croiſade to the Hely 
Land, leaving the Regency, in his Abſence 
to the Biſhop of Ely, and the Biſhop of 
Durham, with a Council of fix Lords, with 


whom they were to adviſe; but in leſs 
than two Years, the two Regents quarrelled, 


and the former uſurped the whole Power, 


which ſoon occaſioned a on 


againſt him, headed by the King's youngeſt 


Brother John ; and as he had behaved moſt 


Harghtily while in Power, he could find 
none to ſupport him in his Diſtreſs, fo that 
without any Oppoſition he was forced to 
ſubmit, and being diveſted of all Power, 
was baniſhed to Normandy, notwithſtanding 
his being the Pope's Legate in England. 
Upon his removal Prince John got the 
whole Power into his Hands, which he 


made uſe of for ſecuring his Succeffion ro 
2 


ps . 


| Et } 

the Crown after Richard, to the Prejudice 
of Arthur Duke of Bretagne, his Nephew, 
Son of Geoffry his elder Brother. Nay, 
upon King R:ichard's being made, Priſoner 
by the Emperor of Germany, John even 
attempted to get himſelf declared King, 
and endeavoured as much as he could to 
prevent his Brother's being releaſed ; yet 
after Richard's Return, John found means 
at laſt to obtain his Pardon, and afterwards 


eee, with him to revoke a Will he 


ad made in favour of Arthur, and to de- 


clare him his Succeſſor in the Throne; ſo 
that upon Richard's Death in 1199, as Ar- 
 thur was then but 13 Years of Age, John 
without much Difficulty, got Poſſeſſion not 
only of all his Brother's Dominions in 
France, but alſo of the Crown of England, 
ſoon after which he fell in Love with 
Jabella of Angoulemi, whom he married, 
after procuring from the Pope a Divorce 
from his former Wife. 
In 1202 King ohn having at the Battle 
of Mirabel taken Arthur and his Siſter 
Eleanor Priſoners, the former he cauſed to 


be murder'd in the Caſtle of Roan, and the 


latter he confined in Bri// Caſtle, where he 
lived and died a Priſoner, by which the 
Progeny of his elder Brother Geeffry became 
extinct, and his own came to have the ſole 
Right to the Crown of England. 
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John having thus by Murders and mani- 
3 fold Crimes, got Poſſeſſion of, and ſecured to 
= his Poſterity the Crown of England, he had 
11 by his Wife, Vabella of Angouleme, a Son born 
= in 1207, named Henry, and another in 
1 1708, named Richard; but he had a moſt 
: troubleſome and unfortunate Reign, for he 
not only loſt every thing in France except 
Guienne, but was forced to declare himſelf 
a Vaſſal, and to promiſe a yearly Tribute to 
the Pope; and at laſt was, very near being 
expelled his Kingdom by his own Subjects, 
for when he died in 1216, he was diſpoſ- 
_ ſeſſed of the greateſt Part of his Kingdom, 
1 and moſt of his Subjects in Rebellion 
Wilt 16 againſt him, under Lewis, Dauphin of 
Will: France, whom they had choſen for their 
King, and who was in Poſſeſſion of London, 
_ and ſupported by a numerous French Army; 
r and what ſtill more ſtrongly portended the 
1H Ruin of his Family, Henry his eldeſt Son 
—_— was but an Infant of nine Years old. 
1 But what thus ſeemed to threaten the 
Royal Family with inevitable Ruin, was 
_—_ really the Cauſe of its Preſervation : Many 
=. . of thoſe who hated the late King, began to 
=_—_ Pity the Infant Son, from whom they could 
not much apprehend any Reſentment of 
*what they had done againſt the Father. And 
another Circumſtance which ſeemed to be a 
Misfortune, turned out to be quite other- 
wiſe : The late King had not ſo much as 
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recommended any one to be Regent of the 
Kingdom, or Guardian to his Infant Son, 
which might have been the Cauſe of a 
Breach amongſt the Heads of his Party, but 
it happened otherwiſe, for the wiſe and 
brave Earl of Pembroke was unanimouſly 
choſen for both theſe Purpoſes, by an Aſſem- 
bly of the Barons, who had continued ſted- 
fiſt in their Loyalty to their native Prince; 
and he ſeems to have been ſo fully and ſolely 
inveſted with the Sovereign Power, during 
the young King's Minority, that the Queen, 

who was ſtill alive, had not ſo much as the 
Care or Cuſtody of the Perſons of her Sons. 
As this wiſe Regent preſently publiſhed a 
general Pardon, and beſides promiſed great 
Rewards to thoſe Barons that ſhould return 
to their Duty, in one Years time, he reco- 
vered Poſſeſſions of the whole Kingdom, 
after having obtained a ſignal Victory over 
the French Army in the City of Lincoln; 
but this great Man died ſoon after the Be- 
ginning of 1219, and in his room the Bi- 
ſhop of Vincbeſter was choſen Regent of 


the Kingdom, and Guardian to the young 


King. And at the ſame Time Hubert de 
Burgh, who had valiantly defended Dover 
Caſtle againſt the utmoſt Efforts of the 
French, was choſen Chief Juſticiary - of 
England, from whence we muſt conclude, 
chat the Regent was not ſolely inveſted with 
the Soverign Power. 
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As Courage is not always accompanied 
with Wiſdom and Moderation, and as the 
Regent had not ſolely the Sovereign Power, 
this Hubert made ſuch a Tyrannical Uſe of 
his Power, that the Parliament which met 
in 1223 complained of it, and deſired that 
the King, or rather the Regent, would cauſe 
Magna "Charta to be obferved, and freſh 
Orders were thereupon iſſued to the Sheriffs 
for that Purpoſe. But as this Compliance 
was not agreeable to Hubert's Temper or 
Advice, and as he found that he had the chief 
Influence with the young King, he endea- 
voured to get him declared of Age, in order 
that he might take the Government into his 


own Hands. As a Pretence for this, Hubert 


obtained from the Pope a Bull, declaring the 
King of Age, tho' then but 16, and autho- 
riſing him to take the Reins of Government 
into his own Hand ; but the Barons all pro- 
teſted againſt it, as being contrary to the 


Laws of the Land, which did not allow the 


King to be of full Age till one and Twenty. 
However, in 1226, the Parliament declared 
him of full Age, tho' he was not then ine- 
teen compleat ; and he ſoon convinced them, 


that they had been too precipitate ; for by 


the Advice of Hubert, who was his chief 


Favourite, he began his Government with 


an Act of Oppreffion, in order to fill his 


Coffers, by pretending that all who had 


Charters from the Crown were obliged to 
renew 


1 


renew them, and to pay a Sum of Money 


he declared both the Great Charter and the 
Foreſt Charter, null and void, tho* both 


ſworn to by him, alledging for an Excuſe 


that they had been extorted from his Father, 
and that he was not obliged to perform what 
he had promiſed in his Minority. 

Theſe and many other Inſtances of Miſ- 
rule, and reiterated Perfidies, at laſt paved 
the Way for a new ſort of Regency, never 
before heard of in England; but before J 
give an Account of this Regency, I muſt 
obſerve, that Henry having married Eleanor 
of Provence in 1236, he had by her born 
in 1239, a. Son, named Edward, who af- 
terwards became the Shield, as well as Suc- 
ceflor of his Father, As Henry continued 
his Miſrule, the Barons at laſt confederated 
againſt him, and raiſed an Army, which 
they put under the Command of the famous 
Earl of Leiceſter, the Chief and moſt Active 
Man in the Confederacy. The King, being 
ſupported both by his Son and Brother, like- 
wiſe raifed an Army; and between theſe 
two Armies was fought in 1264, the Battle 


of Lewes, where the Barons having ob- 


tained a compleat Victory, and made the 
King himſelf, Prince Edward his Son, the 
King of the Romans, his Brother, and the 
Son of the King of the Romans, all Priſo- 


ners, a new F orm of Government was intro- 
f troduced, 


for that Renewal ; and the very next Year 
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troduced, and a new fort of Parliament, at 
leaſt a ſort of Parliament different from any 
that had been held ſince the Conqueſt, was 
eſtabliſhed, after this Manner: 
The Barons having got the King into 
their Power, they made him ſign Com- 
miſſions, appointing each County certain 
Magiſtrates called Conſervators, who, under 
Pretence of preſerving the Privileges of the 
People, were inveſted with great Power, 
and were all without doubt the Creatures of 
the Confederate Barons. Then they made 
the King ſummon a Parliament, and at the 
ſame Time iſſue Writs to theſe Conſerva- 
tors, ordering them to get four Knights 
choſen by the Frecholders in each County, 
to ſit as eee. of the County in 
the enſuing Parliament. This was proba- 
bly an Imitation of the Saxon Witenage— 
motes, but had been diſuſed ever ſince the 
Conqueſt; and was perhaps one of tlie 
chief Things the People meant, when they 
prayed, as they often did, that the Laws of 
Edward the Confeſſor might be reſtored. 
When this Parliament miet, they readily 
approved of the new form of Government 
projected by the confederated Barons, which 
was, © That the Parliament ſhould appoint 
' three wiſe and diſcreet Commiſſioners, 
* who ſhould have Power to chuſe a 
© Council of nine Lords, to whom the Ad- 


* miniſtration of publick, Affairs ſhould be 
« committed. 


85 


75 . That the King, by the Ad- 


« vice of the Commiſſioners, might change 
« when he pleaſed, ſome, or all of the 
11 nine Counſellors. That in Caſe the three 
ce Commifſioners ſhould not agree in chang- 
« ing or chuſing the Counſellors, the Ma- 
s jority ſhould. decide it. That the Reſo- 


« lutions taken by 


the nine Counſellors 


e ſhould be in Force provided they were 
« approved by any Six of them. But if it 


e happe! 


ned, that Six of them ſhould not 


« agree, the Buſineſs in Queſtion ſhould 
be brought to the three Commiſſioners, 


N who thould determine it, as they thought | 
ce fit. 


That the King might change or 


ce turn out the three Commiſſioners, pro- 
« vided it was with the Conſent of the 
« Community of the Barons ; and laſtly, 
that the- Nomination of all the publick 
« Officers ſhould belong to the nine Coun- 
* ſellors.“ 
Thus'a Sort of Re publican F orm of 6 
vernment was reed, which any one 
verſed in Politicks might have fareſeen, 
could not long continue; for there is no 
changing a Monarchical into a Republican 
Ferm of Government, unleſs you not only 
eſtabliſh but preſerve a Republican and An- 
timonarchical Spirit among the People, 
and it is impoſſible to Perry ſuch a Spirit, 


without a very genera 


and frequent Rota- 


tion of Magiſtracy. Accordingly theſe new 
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Regents ſoon fell out among themſelves, 
occaſioned as uſual by their mutual . Jea. 


louſies, and eſpecially their Jealouſy of the 
Earl of Leicefler, who had taken the Lead, 


and ſeemed reſolved to keep it. The very 


next Year, the Malecontents, headed by 


the Earl of Glouceſter, took up Arms; and 
Prince Edward having by their Contri- 


vance made his Eſcape, and put himſelf at 


the Head of their Army, he was joined by 
all the Friends to the Royal Family; fo 
that he ſoon got together an Army equal 
to that of the Earl of Lercefter's, who was 
. defeated and killed at the Battle of Eveſham, 


and an End thereby put to this new Sort 


of Regency, in about a Year after it had 
been eſtabliſhed. OO 


Henry having been thus reſtored by his 


Son, he continued his Reign for fix or 
ſeven Years, and when he died in 1272, 


Prince Edward was upon an Expedition to. 


the Holy Land, therefore, upon his Father's 
Death, the Lords of the Ccuncil appointed 
the Archbiſhop of York, and the Earls of 
Cornwal and Chefter, to be Regents of the 


Kingdom during the King's Abſence, and 


to confirm what they had done, they called 
a Parliament, by which their Appointment 
was accordingly approved, and the Peace 
of the Kingdom preſerved till Edward#'s 


Return, which was not till Fuly 1274, his 


eldeſt Son, Jahn, by Eleanor of Caſtile, hav- 


ing 


. 1 

ing died during his Abſence, and his two 
other Sons, Henry and Alphonſus, in a ſhort 
Time after his Return. As Edward had 


ſoon after his Return quite ſubdued the 
Felch, in order to attach them to his Fa- 


mily, he carried his Queen Eleanor, who 
was then with Child, to Caernardon in 
Wales, where ſhe, in 1294, bronght forth 
a Prince named Edward, then his eldeſt 
Son, which he did on Purpoſe, that his 


Friends in Wales might tell their Country- 


men, they had now a Prince of their own 
Country, and to give the more Weight to 
this Argument, he created the young Prince, 
when he was but Seventeen, Prince of 
Wales, and Earl of Cheſter, the Title and 
County of Cornwal being then poſſeſſed by 
Edmond, eldeſt Son of the before mentioned 
King of the Romans, Brother to Henry the 
Third. 1 

Upon the Death of Edward the Firſt, his 
eldeſt Son, then Prince of Wales, ſucceeded 
to the Crown at the Age of Twenty-three, 
by the Name of Edward the Second, but 
inſtead of treading in the Steps of his gle- 
rious Father, he gave himſelf entirely up to 


the Flattery and Government of his Favou- 


rites, to whom he ſacrificed both the In- 
tereſt of his People, and the Glory of his 


Crown, by which he ſoon forfeited not only 
the Affection of his Subjects, but the Love 
of his Queen T/abella 


of France; and that 
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( 40 ) 
ſo. entirely at laſt, that when a Rebellion 
was raiſed againſt him, headed by his 
Queen, who had along with her his eldeſt 
Son, afterwards Edward the Third, he could 
not raiſe an Army, or ſtrike one Blow for 
the Defence of his Throne, but was obliged 
to fly, with a Reſolution to get over to Fe- 


and, for which Ifland he did ue em- 
bark. 


When the Queen, and her. Confederates, : 
who were then with their Army at Briſtol 
heard of his embarking for Ireland, they 
from thence took a Pretence to theſes the 


young Prince Edward, Guardian or Regent 


of the Kingdom, tho' he was not thirteen 
Years of Age compleat, and conſequently 
they ought, at the fame time, to have 
choſen a Guardian to their Guardian ; but 
this the Queen Mother took upon her with- 
out any Choice; and the King, being in 
his Paſſage to Feland, drove upon the Coaſt 
of Wales, was there ſeized, ſoon after de- 


poled by the Parliament in the Forty- 
third Year, of his Age, and the young 


Prince Edward declared King in his Room. 
As the young King was then but juſt 


turned of 1 the Parliament choſe 


twelve Guardians or Regents of the King 
and Kingdom, one of whom, to wit, the 
Earl of Lancaſter, was appointed to have the 
chief Care of the King's Perſon. But as 
the Queen had got the Power into her 

Hands, 


627 5 
Hands, theſe Guardians did not think fit 
to contend: with her, ſo that ſhe was in 
Fact ſole Regent of the Kingdom, and Roger 
Mortimer, with whom ſhe was ſuppoſed to 
have been too familiar for ſome Years be- 
fore, was her Prime Miniſter. By his Ad- 
vice ſhe got the unfortunate Edward, her 
Husband, moſt cruelly murdered in his 
Priſon at Berkley Caftle, whilſt her Son, 
young Edward, was upon an Expedition a- 
gainſt the Scots, who had made an Irrup- 
tion into England, in which he had very 
little Succeſs, ſo that this Regency, like 
moſt others, proved unfortunate for the 
Kingdom, notwithſtanding the extraordi- 
29 Qualities of the young King. 
The Queen's uſurped Regency, as well 4 
as her Favourite Roger Mortimer, now / 
Earl of March, ſoon became odious to the -} 
People, and ſeveral great Lords began to bf 
combine againſt her, but without Effect. * 
At laſt the young King became ſenſible of 
his Mother's Miſconduct; for tho' he was | 
but fixteen Years old, he had a much riper 
Judgment than is uſual for thoſe of full 
Age. In Conſequence of this he reſolved 
to take the Government into his own 
Hands; but as the Attempt would be dan- = 
gerous, unleſs he could firſt ſecure his Mo- * 
ther and the Earl of March, he very pru- i 
dently concerted a Scheme, by which he 
ſeized them both in the Caſtle of Notting- 
bam, 
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Sam, where they were lodged. After this, 


he diſſolved the Parliament choſen under 


their Influence, and conſequently full of 
their Creatures, and preſently called a new 


Parliament, by which the Earl of March 
was impeached and condemned, and in 
Purſuance of their Sentence hanged on the 
common Gallows at Tyburn, As to the 

ueen, the King her Son prevented her 
being brought to any Trial or Puniſhment 
however he confined her to her Houſe at 
Rifings near London, where ſhe remained 
during the reſt of her Life; and tho' he 
was not of full Age according to Law, yet 
the Parliament readily conſented to his aſ- 
ſuming the Reins of Government, eſpe- 


_ cially as he in his Speech to them, had in 


a Manner aſked their Conſent. 
Thus ended this uſurped Regency, as 


well as the Regency which had been ap- 


pointed by Parliament, but had never act- 
ed; and as the King, notwithſtanding his 


being ſo young, had by his Mother been 


not only married to Philippa of Hainault, 
but allowed to conſummate his Marriage, 
he had the ſame Year, to wit 1330, a Son 
born to him, afrerwards called Edward, 
the Black Prince, who in 1337 was by 
his Father created Duke of Cornwal, and 
ſometime after, Earl of Chefter, and Prince 


* * and at laſt Prince of Aguitain. 
Upon 


£097) 

Upon this Occaſion 1 ſhall obſerve, that 
Kind only Son to Richard, King of the 
Romans, having died without Iflue, the 
Title of Earl of Cornwal, and the great 
Eſtate belonging to it, reverted to the Crown, 


and was, as I have ſaid, granted by Edward 


the Third, to his Son Edward, the Black 
Prince, which Grant was in 1337 made in 
Parliament, and enrolled among the Re- 
cords of Parliament, conſequently of equal 
Authority with an Act of Parliament; and 
by Virtue of this Act the eldeſt Son of 
every King of England, fince that Time, 
has been without any new Grant or Crea- 
tion, Duke of Cornwa/; therefore the 


Reader may deſire to ſee the Words of the 


Limitation, which were as follow : To have 
and to bold, &c. to the ſaid Duke, and to 
the firſt- begatten Son of bim, and of his 
Heirs, Kings of England, and Dukes of the 
faid Place, that hereditarily ſucceed in the 
Kingdom of England. By this Grant the 
Shrievalty of Cornwal, and many other Pri- 
vileges were expreſsly granted; and all the 
Lands, &c. thereby granted were for ever 


annexed to the Crown, ſo that no Part of 


them could afterwards be alienated, or diſ- 

ſevered from the Dutchy without an Act 

of Parliament. 

As this Prince Edward, after acquiring 

great Glory in War, died before his Father, 

* by Joanna of Kent, but one Son, 
about 
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. ten Years old, it leads us to the next 
Regency. 

Edward the T bird had feat younger 
Sons, and the eldeſt of them then living, 
Jobn Duke of Lancaſter, commonly called 
John of Gant, was ſuſpected of having a 
Deſign to ſeize the Crown, in caſe of his 


F _ and eldeſt Brother's Death; there- 


fore, to prevent this, Edward, ſcon after 


F Richard, the only Son of the | ſaid Prin ce, > 
(his eldeſt Son Edward having died ſome 


Years before him) Earl of Cheſter, b Duke of 


 Cornwal, and Prince of Wales, as a Proof 
that he deſigned this his young Grandſon 
for his Succeſſor in the Throne, to which 
he had certainly the beſt Right, as coming 
in the place of his Father by Right of Re- 
preſentation, which had — long eſta- 


bliſhed as the Law of Succeſſion in England, 


tho' a different Law ſeemed to have been 
eſtabliſhed with regard to the Succeſſion of 
the Crown, in the caſe of the Empreſs 


Matilda, Daughter of Henry the Firſt; and 


more plainly in the Caſe of Arthur, Duke 
of Bretagne, who by Right of Repreſenta- 
tion, ought to have ſucceeded to Richard 
the Firſt, preferable to Richard's Brother 


Jobn. As this was a Precedent directly 


in Point for John Duke of Lancaſter, Ed- 
«card thought he could not too cautiouſly 
_ guard n it; therefore he cauſed all 


the 


4 


F 5). 
the Nobility to take an Oath to this ue 
Grandſon, as the Heir Apparent of the 
Crown; and it was lucky he ſo ſoon 
thought of theſe preventive Meaſures, for 
he himſelf died ſoon after; the Prince of 
Wales, his eldeſt Son, having died June 
8th, 1376, and he June 21ſt, 1377. 

It will be here proper to take Notice, 
that Richard was not by the above Grant or 
Act Duke of Cornwall, becauſe his Father 
was not King of England; therefore his 
Grandfather was obliged to give him a new 
Patent for that Purpoſe, but this did no way 
invalidate the former Act, nor was it any 
way inconſiſtent with it, becauſe Richard 
was to ſucceed hereditarily in the Kingdom 
of England, for which Reaſon no Act of 
Parliament for confirming this New Patent 
was thought neceſſary 

This Glorious King - being dead, his 
Grandſon young Richard was proclaimed and 
crowned King by the Name of Richard the 
Second, without Oppoſition from any of his 
Uncles; for his Security, both — 
and after his Coronation, very probably 
proceeded from his having three of 
them, all come to Man's Eſtate, and all 
poſſeſſed of great Power in the Kingdom, 
by which means their Reciprocal Jealouſy 
Lan Check to their Individual Am- 
Ition. | 


As 


| ( 26 0 5 | 

As Edward had appointed no Regency 
or Guardians during the Minority of his 
Grandſon, John of Gaunt, Duke of Lan- 
caſter, and Edmund of Langley, Earl of 
Cambridge, the two eldeſt of the young 
King's Uncles, took upon them the Admi- 
niſtration of Affairs, until the Meeting of the 
Parliament, which aſſembled at Vęſiminſter, 
_ Offober the 13th, and appointed a Council 
of Regency, confiſting of the King's three 
Uncles, and twelve Biſhops Lords and 
| Knights, to adminiſter publick Affairs during 
the King's Minority ; but at the ſame Time 
they appointed ſome other Perſons to take 
Care of the King's Perſon and Education, 
who were afterwards removed by Parlia- 
ment, and the ſole Care of the King's Per- 
ſon committed to the Earl of Wark, 
the Parliament never thinking it proper to 
truſt this to a Council, in which any of the 
King's Uncles might have an Influence. 
Nay,. the Parliament was ſo cautious of 
putting too much Power into the Hands of 
the Regency, tho' named by themſelves, 
that they would not truſt them with the 
Money they granted for the Current Service, 
but ordered it to be lodged in the Hands of 
two Aldermen of London, to be iſſued by 
them for the Purpoſes preſcribed by -Parlia- 
ment. After which Alice Pierce, the late 
King's Miſtreſs, was impeached, convicted 
of ſeveral Miſdemeanors, and her whole 
2 "4 E ſtate 


. 
Eſtate confiſcated to the King's Uſe; but 
ſhe afterwards got this Sentence reverſed, 
perhaps, by ſharing the Plunder ſhe had made 
and concealed with ſome who had an In- 
fluence in the next Parliament. 
I cannot omit here obſerving, and indeed 
it is a little ſurpriſing, that in this Parlia- 
ment no Notice was taken of Joanna W 
Kent, Mother of the young King. For as 
no Hiſtory throws the leaſt Blemiſh upon 
bin Character, and as ſhe was herſelf a 
Deſcendant of the Royal Family, ſhe was 
certainly the moſt proper Perſon to have 
had the Care of the young King's Perſon 
and Education. Nay, her Conduct after- 
wards in the Diſpute between the King her 
Son, and his Uncle the Duke of Lancaſter, 
ſhewed [that ſhe was capable of governing 
the Kingdom ; and if ſhe had been declared 
ſole Regent, with an ample Sovereign 
Power during the King's Minority, it might 
have prevented many Misfortunes which 
befel the Nation during that Minority, and 
much greater which befel it, after her Son had 
put an End to her Life by his Unkindne 
even before he was of Full Age. 
During this Minority, viz. in the Year 
1380, happened the famous Kenti/h Inſur- 
rection under Vat Tyler ; on which Occa- 
ton young Richard behaved extremely 
well; but in 1382, he gave a Proof of 
what might be expected of him; for the 
| E 2 Chan- 
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Chancellor, Richard Scrope, having refuſed 


do affix the Great Seal to an extravagant 


Grant he had made to one of his Favourites, 
he ſent and demanded the Seal from the 
Chancellor, who anſwered, that as he had 


: receiv ed it from the Regency, he could not 


deliver it without their Conſent; where- 
upon he went himſelf, took the Great Seal 
from the Chancellor, kept it ſome Days in 
his own Poſſeſſion, and then gave it to 
Braybrook, Biſhop of London, without the 
Conſent or Authority either. of the Parlia- 
ment or the Regency; pretending, by the 
Advice of his Favourites, that as his Father 
had aſſumed the Reins of Government at 
the Age of 16, he might do the fame, and 

not conſidering that his Father did not do 
fo, till he had afked and obtained the Con- 
fent of his People in Parliament aſſembled. 

As this was a moſt arbitrary and illegal 
Action, and as it was a high Miſdemeanor 


in the Biſhop to accept of the Great Seal, 


or to make any Uſe of it, one would have 
thought, that the next Parliament, which 


met in Ofober following, would have pro- 
ſecuted the Biſhop,” and thoſe who adviſed 


or aſſiſted the young King in this Enter- 
priſe; but in the Ye as well as the Eaſt, 


People are apt to pay their Adoration to the 


Riſing Sun: The Parliament took no No- 


-tice of it, but gave him a new Fund for bis 


Extravagance, by granting him a new _ 
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ſady and from this Time, it ſeems, that 


Richard acted by his own ſole Authority, 
and acted in ſuch a Manner, that at laſt in 
1386, the Parliament declared againſt his 
Meaſures, removed his Favourites, and pu- 
niſhed ſome of them ſeverely; and not con- 
tent with this they appointed 14 Biſhops 
and Lords, as Commiſſioners to take care 
of the publick Affairs jointly with the 
King; but as ſoon as the Parliament broke 
up, he recalled moſt of his Favourites, and 
gave himſelf no Trouble about conſulting 
the Commiſſioners appointed by Parliament. 
On the contrary, he afterwards found means 
to get the Duke of Glouceſter, his own 
Uncle ſeized, and ſtrangled at Calais, the 
Earl of Arundel ſentenced by a ſham Par- 
liament, and executed; the Earl of Var- 
wick baniſhed to the Iſle of Man, and the 
Lord Cobham to the Iſle of Jerſey, all of 
whom had been active againſt him. In 
ſhort, by the Advice of his Favourites, he 
governed in ſuch a Manner, and aimed ſo 
apparently at Arbitrary Power, that in 1399, 
he was depoſed, impriſoned, and the Duke 
of Lancaſter's eldeſt Son declared King in 
his Room, by the Name of Henry the Aub; 
and before the End of the next enſuing 
Year, he met with the Fate of moſt im- 
priſoned Kings, being privately murdered 


in Pontefraf Caſtle, where he was a Prifo. . 


ner; by which a Foundation was laid _ 
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the Name of Henry the Sixth, was proclaim- 


{ ov Þ- 
that fatal Conteſt for the Crown between 
the two Houſes of Vr and Lancaſter. 
Henry the Fourth iſſued a Proclamation 
the a. Day he was crowned, to wit, 
October 13, 1399, by which he declared 


his eldeſt Son Henry, aged thirteen, Prince 


of Wales, Duke of Aguitain, Lancaſter and 
Cornwal, and Earl of Cheſter. This young 
Prince ſucceeded him in 1413, by the 


rg of Henry the Fifth, who from being 


a perfect Rake, and a very idle, diſorderly 
young Prince, during his Father's Life- 
time, became one of the moſt famous and 
glorious of our Briti/h Monarchs, tho he 
reigned but about mime Years and à half, 


and when he died, left one only Son by 


his Queen Catherine of France, not then 
nine Months old ; who for that Realvh, ſo 
far as I can find, was never either pro- 
claimed or created Prince of Vales, or Earl 
of Cheſter, but was by his Birth Duke of 
Cornwal. Henry, before he died, directed, 


that the Duke of Bedford, his eldeſt Bro- 


ther, ' ſhould take upon him the Admini- 
ſtration of the Affairs of France, the great- 
eſt Part of which he was then in Poſſeſ- 
fon of, and that the Duke of Glouceſter, 


His younger Brother, ſhould be Protector 
of England, during his Son's Minority. 


As ſoon as this glorious King's Death 
was known in England, his Infant Son, by 


ed 


n 
ed King of England, and Heir apparent to 
the Crown of France, , the old King of 
France being ſtill alive; and the Duke of 
Glauceſter took upon him the Government 
of England, according to the late King's 
Direction; but as the Conſent and Appoint- 
ment of Parliament was neceſſary for eſta- 
bliſhing his Authority, the Engliſßʒ Council 
preſently ſummoned a Parliament to meet 
at Meſiminſter, November 9, 1422; and in 
this Parliament a Difficulty occurred, which 
had not been thought of by the deceaſed 
King. To have appointed the Duke of 
. Glouceſter, would have been an lnjury to 
the Duke of Bedford, his elder Brother, 
and preſumptive Heir to the Crown, who 
in that Caſe muſt have been ſubject to his 
younger Brother, if he had ever ſet Foot in 
England; therefore the Parliament appoint- 
ed the Duke of Bedford Protector, with a 
Proviſo, that he ſhould never act as ſuch 
but when perſonally preſent in England, 
and that in his Abſence the Duke of Glou- 
ceſter ſhould be Protector of England, dur- 
ing the King's Minority ; but, at the ſame 
time, they nominated a Privy Council, or 
Council of Regency, none of whom could 
be removed without the Conſent of Parlia- 
ment; and they appointed the Duke of 
Exeter, and his Brother the Biſhop of 
Winchefter, both of the Privy Council, to 
take Care of the King's Perſon and Edu» 
5 | Cation, 


* 
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cation, without taking any Notice of the 
Queen Mother, —_ whoſe Conduct no 
Objection could then be made, tho' the 
ſoon after married the famous Owen Tudor, 
a Gentleman of Wales, and deemed the 
handſomeſt Man- of that Age, which did 

not redound much to her Character. 
This Minority was as little fortunate as 
any of the former for the Nation, and not 
much more ſo for the Regents. Tho“ young 

Henry was upon the Death of the old 
King of France, roclaimed King of that 
King n ſoon after his aAcceſſion to the 
Com of bez 9 crown'd at 
Paris, and Allegiance ſworn to him by 
the greateſt Part of France, yet before he 
was of Age, Paris, and almoſt all his Fa- 
ther's Conqueſts in France, were taken 
from him, occaſioned chiefly by the Diſ- 
putes among the Members of the Council 
of Regency in England, and by the Duke 
of Glouceſter, and- afterwards he Duke of - 
Bedford's diſobliging the Duke of Burgun- 
dy, who was. the chief Support of the En- 
gb Intereſt in France. And as to the two 

8 the Duke of Bedford died of 
_ Grief and Vexation at Roan in 1435, and 

the Duke of Glouce/ter was impriſoned, and 
there murdered in 1446-7 by his Enemies 
in England, who had got the entire Go- 
vernment of the King, and conſequently of 


the Kingdom, ever. ſince the King mr of 
Se, 


(43) 
Age, uch it ſeems, he was allow'd to be 
in 1437, becauſe he granted a Pardon under 
the Great Seal to the Biſhop, now Cardinal 
of Winchefter, mortal Enemy to the Duke 

of Glouceſter, dated June 26th, 1437. 

In 1444, a Truce was concluded with 
France, and young Henry was the next 
Year married to Margaret of Anjou, much 
againſt the Will of the Duke of Glouceſter. 
By this Marriage he had no Child till 1453, 
when the Cos Queen was delivered of a 
named Edward, who was within fix Months 
after his Birth created Prince of Wales and 
Earl of Cheſter, in Parliament, and who 
was taken Priſoner at the Battle of Teustbury 
in 1471, and inhumanly murdered preſently 
after, by order of the Duke of Glouceſter, 
afterwards King Richard the Third, his Fa- 
ther Henry having been before twice de- 
throned by Edward Duke of York, who 
claimed the Crown as the only Rightful 
Heir, becauſe he was the Deſcendent and 
Lineal Heir of Philippa, Daughter and Heireſs 
of Lionel Duke of Clarence, Second Son of 
Eduurd the Third, and conſequently pre 
ferable to the Heirs of Jobn Duke of Da 
cafter, Third Son of Edward the Third, 
and Father of Henry the Fourth. 

Edward Duke of York, by the Name of 
Edward the Fourth, being eſtabliſhed on the 
Throne by his Victory at Tewtsbury, and 
the Death of Henry the Sixth, who either 


died ſoon after, or was murdered i in Priſon, 
F he 


(34 ) 

he made all the Lords take an a Oath to his 
eldeſt Son Edward, as apparent Heir to the 
Crown, and ina few hs s afterwards he 
created him Prince of Wakes: and at the 
ſame Time he created Richard his younger 
Son Duke of York ; both theſe Sons, and 
five Daughters he had by Elizabeth, Daugh- 
ter of Sir Richard Woodall, and Widow of 
Sir John Grey, of Groby, whom he had 
married after his | firſt Acceſſion to the 
Throne. But unfortunately for theſe two 
young Princes, a Quarrel happened between 
the King their Father, and his next younger 
Brother, George. Duke of Clarence, the Con- 
ſequence of which was, that George was 
tried and found guilty of High Treaſon, 
ſentenced to die, and privately put to Death, | 
by being drowned in à But of Malnſe ey. 
One of the Articles alledged againſt him 
was, his affirming, that the King was not 
the Son of the. Duke of York, but of an 
Adulterer, with whom their Mother had at 
that Time a Criminal Converſation. In the 
fatal Cataſtrophe, of this Prince, which the 
King afterwards heartily repented of, his 
younger Brother, Richard Duke of Glouceſter, 
had privately a very great Hand, and from 
what afterwards happened, he it was pro- 
bably that ſuggeſted, and got proved this. 
Article of Accuſation againſt him. 

Edward lived but five Years after this fatal 
Execution of his Brother ; for he died in 


1483, 
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1483, in the 42d Year of his Age, not 
without Suſpicion of being poiſoried by his 
Brother Richard, and tho' his eldeſt Son 
Edward was but 12 Years of Age, as he 
died ſo young, and of a ſhort Illneſs, he 
had taken no Care to get a Regency appointed 
- in his Lafe-time, or to guard againſt the Am- 
bition of his Brother R:chard, who was to 
be after his Death the only ſurviving Bro- 
ther, and conſequently had a ſort of Title 
to the Regency or Protectorſhip of the King- 
dom, during the Minority of the young 
King, and of Courſe muſt have the Admi- 
niſtration ſolely in his Hands, till a Regency 
was appointed by Parliament, which could 
not legally 'be choſen or afſemble without an 
Authority from a Council, or Aſſembly of 
the Chief Lords of the Kingdom, in which 
the King might have foreſeen, that his Bro- 
ther Richard would have an Aſcendant. 

As Richard's ſecret Projects could not be 
ripe for Execution immediately upon his 
Brother's Death, Edward was proclaimed 
King by the Name of Edward the Fifth, 
and the Mother endeavoured to have ſecured 
to herſelf the Regency, or at leaſt the Care 
of her Childrens Perſons and Education; 
but as ſhe had diſobliged many of the an- 
tient Nobility, by ſhewing too much Favour 
to her Relations, Richard by their Aſſiſtance, 
and by Artifice and Stratagem, got the 
young King into his Hands, ſo that the 
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Queen- Mother was forced to take Sanctuary 
in We/ 8 and carried thither 
with her Richard Duke of York, her young. 
4 4 . 
Tho' Richard the Uncle had got Poſſeſ. 
ſion of the young King's Perſon, yet this 
gave him no legal Title to the Government 
of the Kingdom, or to the holding the 
Poſſeſſion he had got. This could legally 
be granted him only by Parliament; but he 
foreſaw, that if the Parliament ſhould in- 
veſt him with the Protectorſhip, they would 
certainly grant the Cuſtody and Care of the 
young King and his Brother to ſome Perſons 
that would obſtruct his ſecret Deſigns. For 
this Reaſon, inſtead of calling a Parlia- 
ment, he aſſembled only a Great Council, 
which conſiſted chiefly of ſuch as had been 
diſobliged by the Queen. In this Council 
he was declared Protector, and it was re- 
ſolved to take the Duke of York by force 


from his Mother, if ſhe would not deliver 
him up by fair Means, which ſhe did. 
5 Both this Order of Council, and the 
Queen's delivering up her Son, proceeded 
in all Likelihood from their ſuppoling that 
Richard, now called Protector, could not 
have any View to the Crown; becauſe not 
only the two Sons and five Daughters of the 
late King, but alſo the Son and Daughter 
of his elder Brother, the abavementioned 
George 


3 


> a) X 
George Duke of Clarence had a Right preſe- 
rable to his. . 3 


However, as ſoon as the Protector had 
got the young Duke of Vork, as well as the 
King into his Power, he began to proſecute 
his Deſign upon the Crown, and with this 
View he got the Chiefs of thoſe who had 
made him Protector, to join with him in an 
Order for the Execution of four of the 
Queen's principal Friends and Relations in 
the Caſtle of Pontfraf, where they were 
' Priſoners, and where they were accordingly 
executed without Trial or Sentence ; and 
upon this moſt of their Friends fled for 
Safety out of the Kingdom. After thus in- 
volving his Friends in a Crime which they 
muſt expect to ſuffer for, if ever the young 
King ſhould get the Reins of Government 
into his Hands, he thought none of them 
could refuſe joining in any Meaſure for pre- 
venting it, therefore he communicated his 
Deſign to the Duke of Buckingham, and 
ſome others, who heartily approved of it ; 
but the Lord Haſtings declared he would 
oppoſe it; for which Reaſon he was falſly 
accuſed by Richard himſelf of High Trea- 
ſon, and without Trial or Sentence execu- 
ted in the Tower within two Hours after he 
had been accuſed; and but a few Days after 
he had concurred in making Richard Pro- 
tector, and in the order for the Execution at 
Pontfract; and the Archbiſhop of _ 
the 


0 WW). 
1 the Biſhop of Ely, and the Lord Stanley, 
were for the ſame Reaſon impriſoned, which 
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ſhews how dangerous it is to inveſt with 
Power, a Man who by Nature is cruel and 
ambitious; and how careful Men ought to 
be, not to concur in illegal Meaſures, leſt it 
ſhould lead them into a Neceflity of con- 
curring in ſuch as are cruel and barbarous, 
| Theſe previous Meaſures being taken, as 
every Plot muſt have a Prieſt in it, one Dr. 
Shaw, a noted Preacher at that Time, was 
employed to hold forth in a Sermon, that 
neither the late King, nor the Duke of Cla- 
rence were the Sons of the Duke of York, 
but of an Adulterer whom the Dutcheſs 
had admitted to her Bed; and that Richard 
was the only Son of the Duke of York, and 
conſequently ' that he, tho' born of the 
fame Mother, had the only Right to the 
Crown. 

In ſhort, upon this ridiculous Pretence, 
Richard was proclaimed King June 22d 
1483, by the Name of Richard the Third, 
within leſs than three Months after the Death 
of his Brother Edward; and as he had both 

His ſaid Brother's Sons then in his Cuſtody 
in the Tower, it is ſuppoſed, he had them 
both priyately murder d; for they were ne- 
ver more heard of. 

This Richard was twice Crowned, firſt 
at London, July the 6th, and afterwards at 


York, about the End of  Auguf, 1483, after 
being 


1 
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being informed of the Death of his two 
N 5 lou ; and the ſame Day he wa. crown- 
ed at York, he created his Son Edward, 
then ten Years old, Prince of Wales, wth 
the uſual Formalities ; but this Prince died 
the Year following. 
I cannot here omit obſerving, that as 
ſoon as Richard had got Poſſeſſion of the 
Crown, he forgot, or refuſed to perform his 
Promiſe to the Duke of Buckingham, in 
reſtoring to him a Moiety of the Earldom 
of Hereford, to which he had an undoubted 
Right. Upon this the Duke, the very ſame 
Vear, headed a Rebellion againſt him, but 
by a moſt extraordinary Land Flood in the 
Severn, was prevented being able to join 
his Friends in Devonſbire and Cornwal, 
whereupon he was deſerted by the Army 
he had raiſed in Wales, forced to abſcond, 
betrayed by one of his own Servants, taken 
and beheaded without Trial, or Sentence, 
within a few Months after Richard had by 
his Means mounted the Throne; and this 
Conſpiracy furniſhed Richard with an Op- 
portunity to glut his Cruelty, by putting 
Numbers to Death, who were but falpeck- 
ed of being Friends to the Rebels; but 
moſt of the Chiefs made their Efcape, and 
repaired to the young Earl of Richmond, the 
only ſurviving Branch of the Houſe of Lan- 
caſter, then an Exile in Bretagne in France. 


Preſently 


(4) 
Preſently after this Richard ventured to 
call a Parliament; and as Parliaments are 
too often more governed by Succeſs, than 
either by Juſtice, or the publick Good, this 
Parliament not only approved of every 
Thing he had done, but paſſed an Act for 
attainting the Earl of Richmond, and all his 
| Adherents; and another declaring all the 
IP of Edward the Fourth, Baſtards, 
a pretended Proof by perjured Witneſſes, 
8 Richard had ſuborned, that he was 
married to another at the Time he married 
Elizabeth their Mother, then Queen Dowa- 
ger; but Richard being after his Son's Death 
informed, that there was a Plot to get the 
eldeſt Daughter, and now Heireſs of the 
late King, married to the Earl of Richmond, 
in order thereby to unite the Houſes of Tort 
and Lancaſter, he reſolved, notwithſtand- 
ing his having got her declared a Baſtard, | 
to marry her himſelf. 
For accotnpliſhing this Deſign there were 
four Obſtacles in his Way, that by moſt 
other Men would have been thought inſur- 
mountable, The firſt was, the young Lady 
was with her Mother in the Sanctuary, 
from whence he durſt not venture to take 
her by Force, for Fear of adding to the 
Number of his Enemies all the Clergy, who 
could eaſily pardon all the horrid Crimes 
he had committed, but never would have 
' forgiven this. The ſecond was, his own 


Wife was alive, and a Woman of a ſtrong, 
heal- 


3 (4) 
healthy Conſtitution. The third was, he 
muſt have a Diſpenſation from the Pope. 
And the fourth was, he muſt prevail with a 
young Lady to conſent to marry the Mur- 
derer of her two Brothers; and one who 


had put ſuch an Indignity upon herſelf as 
to get her declared a Baſtard upon Record. 


be firſt of theſe Difficulties he got over 


by his Art and Simulation; for he per- 


ſuaded the Queen Dowager, who ſeems to 
have been a weak Woman, to give up her 
Daughter freely, by pretending, that ſince 
the Death of his Son, he was reſolved to 
have the Crown ſettled upon them. The 
ſecond he ſoon and eafily got over, by hav- 
ing his Wife poiſoned ; for the ſhort time 
that intervened between his getting his 
Nieces into his Power, and her Death, is 
a manifeſt Proof that it could not be occa- 
ſioned by Vexation or Grief, as ſome Hiſto- 
rians ſuggeſt, The third neceſſarily requir- 
ed Time; but he knew that any Thing 
might be- purchaſed at Rome for Money ; 
and therefore he preſently applied himſelf 
to conquering the laſt, by making his Ad- 
dreſſes to the young Lady, who had Art 
enough to put him off under a Pretence pro- 
bably, that ſhe could give him no Anſwer till 
he had got a Diſpenſation, for that ſhe 
gave him a flat Denial, as ſome Hiſtorians 
without any Authority ſay, I cannot be- 
lieve; becauſe if ſhe a; he would cer- 
G 


tainly 
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tainly have done the fame by her, as he 
Had Juſt before done by his Wife. 3 

Whilſt Richard was applying for a Diſ- 
penſation at Rome, the Earl of Richmond was 
pplying for Affiſtance from France, and at 
ap obtained ſuch an Aſſiſtance as might en- 
able him to raiſe a Civil War in England, 
but not ſuch a one as could contribute 
much to his Succeſs, which will always 
be the Scheme of Paliticks purſued by the 
Court of France upon every the like Occa - 
ſion; but as the People of England had then 
fome Courage and military Diſcipline among 
them, and as the Uſurper had not an 
Army of abandoned mercenary Wretches to 
ſupport. his Uſurpation, young Richmond 
truſted to the People themſelves for his 

_ Succeſs; therefore he embarked with what 
Aﬀiſtance he could get from France, which 
conſiſted only of 2000 Men, very bad 
Troops, — 5 as ill provided with every 

Thin neoeſſary for War; and with this 
pyretce ed Su pply he landed at Milford 
Haven in Wales, where he was preſently 
joined by Sir Rice ap Thomas, and a conſi- 
derable Number of Welch, being himſelf 
the Grandſon of the beforementioned Owen 
Tuder, and conſequently of Welch Extrac- 
tion. 

Richard all black as he was with Crimes 
of the deepeſt Dye, by being in Poſſeſſion 
* the Crown, was ſupported by many of 
our 
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our Nobility, in hopes of a future Reward, 
and by their Means he ſoon raiſed an Army, 
with which he marched and engaged the 
Earl of Richmond at Boſworth in Leicefter+ 
fire the 22d of Auguſt, 148 5, where he 
was defeated and ſlain, in little more than 
two Years after he had poſſeſſed himſelf of 
the Crown; and the Earl of Richmond be- 
ing declared King by the victorious Army; 
he was ſoon. after proclaimed at London by 
the Name of Henry the Seventh ; after which 
by marrying the. ſaid Princeſs Elizabeth 
eldeſt Daughter of Edward the Fourth, he 
put an End to the Conteſt between the two 
| Houſes of Nit and Lancaſter, which had 
ſo often filled England with Slaughter and 


Deſolation. 77 — 
Aſter Henry had got his Title to the q 
Crown, as Heir of the Houſe of Lancaſter; 

recognized by Parliament, and by the whole 1 
Nation, and not till then, he performed his nt 
Promiſe in marrying Ekzabeth, which Mar- 1 
riage was ſoleninized January 18th; 1486; + 
and September the 20th was born Arthur 1 
his eldeſt Son, who was created Prince of 74 
Wales and - Earl of Cheſler by Patent dated. 4 
December the firſt; in the '5th Year of his "Mi 
Reign: June 28th; 1492, Henry had another. "i 
Son born, who was named Henry created ee 
Duke of Dt, and in 1494, appointed Go- 
vernor of 1reland; with Sir Edward Poynings | 3 
as his Deputy, November 14th, I 5, Ar=._ 
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8 Prince of Wales, was married to Ca- 
tharine of Arragon, but he died the ad of 
April following, and his Brother was 
in about eight Months created Prince 
of Wales, and Earl of Cheſter, and by Di. 
penſation from the Pape married to the ſaid 
_ Catharine, his eldeſt | Brother's Widow, un- 
der Pretence that Arthur had never conſum- 
mated the Marriage. 

the Seventh died April 224, 1509, 
and * then only Son being near 18 Years 
of Age, and conſequently ſuppoſed to be of 
a fit Age for taking the Reins of Govern- 
ment into his own Hands, he was proclaim- 
ed King by the Name of Henry the Eigbib, 
without any one's thinking of having a Re- 
gency appointed, nor was there. the leaſt 
Mention' of any fuch thing either in Council, 
or in the Parliament which met the Begin- 
ning of the following Year, ſo that the Law 
with Regard to' the King's being of Age, 
was now tacitly admitted to be different from 
the Law upon this Head with Regard to a 
Subject, tho' in Henry the Third's Reign it 
had been inſiſted, that in both Caſes the 

Law was the lame, and no Statute had 
ever been made for eſtabliſhing a Difference. 

Henry, notwithſtanding the many Wives 
he married, had but one Son, named Henry, 
born of Catharine of Arragon,* January 1ſt, 

1510-11, Who did not live two Months, 
and no other until 3 5 37s when he had by 


Jane 
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Jane Seymour, (Daughter of Sir John Seymour 
of Wolf-ball i in Wiliſbire, whom —— had 
fallen in Love with and married the pre- 
ceding Year) a Prince born October the 12th, 
and named Zdward, the Birth of whom 
coſt the Queen her Life, for ſhe died 12 
Days after her Delivery; but before her 
Death ſhe had the Satisfaction to hear that 
her Brother was created Earl of Hertford, 
and as to the young Prince, tho' he was call- 
ed Prince of Wales,” there is no Record of 
his having been ever ſo created. | 
As the Parliament had by an Act Im- 
powered the King to name his Succeſſor, 
by his Will declared young Edward 
his Succeſſor, and in Caſe of his Death be- 
fore his Succeſſor was of Age, he appointed 
2 Council of Regency to govern the King- 
dom, until his Son was of the Age of 18 
Years compleat, which he fixt as the Age 
at which he was to take the Reins of Go- 
vernment into his own Hands; all which 
the King ſuppoſed he had a Power to do, by 
that Act which enabled him to Name his 
| Succeſſor, and this Power was not diſputed 
after his Death, which, happened: .. 


29th, 1546-7. 


If Queen Fane, Edward's Mother, had 


been alive, it is highly probable that Henry 
would have appointed her + ſole Regent, 
without clogging her Adminiſtration with any 

Council, but ſuch a one as ſhe ſhould chuſe 
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5 pring up, and grow to a Head, under a 


Minority, than under a Sovereign of full 
the Sovereign Power, and ſhould be inveſted 
with it, when one can be found of whom 
there can be no Apprehenſion, that he will 
make uſe of his Power to ſecure the Crown 
to himſelf, by the Murder or Dethronement 
of the Infant King; But this is the Diffi- 

culty, and the young King's Mother being 
dead, Henry thought he could not truft any 
one ſingle Perſon with ſuch a Regency; 
therefore when his Will was opened, Fe- 
bruary the 1ſt, being the next Day after 
Edward was proclaimed King by the Name 
of Edward fthe Sixth; it was found; that 
he had ' nominated the following fixteen 
Perſons to be Executors of his Will, Re- 
gents of the Kingdom, and Governors to 

His Son, who was then but a little above 

nine Years old. | 21g 


Theſe Perſons wete: * 
Thomas Cranmer, 2 Canterbury. 
The Lord Wriothefley, Lord Chancellor. 
The Lord St. Jobn, Maſter of the Houſhold, 
' The Lord Ruſſel, Lord Privy Seal. _ 

The Earl of Hertford, Lord Chamberlain. 
The Viſcount Lifle, Lord Admiral. 5 
Cuthbert Tunftal, Biſbop of Durbam. 

Sir Anthony Brown, Maſter of the e. 
| : 


0.7 


rF | 
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b Edward Montague 


er = "CO 


And Doc tor Wotton, Dean 0 Canterbury 


(47) 


Sir William Paget, Secretary of State. 


Sin Edward North, Chancellor of the Court of 
Augment 
, Lord "a Juflc 


ations. 


of the Common Pleas. 
Fudge Bromley. 
Sir Anthony Denny, 
Sir William Herbert, & the Privy Chamber, 
Sir Edward Watton, Treaſurer of Calais 


and Ye ork. 


Theſe Sixteen, or the major Part of 


them, were, by the Will, impowered to exe- 


cute the Will, and to e n the Affairs 
of the Kingdom, as they ſhould judge moſt 
fit; and as they may all be properly enough 


faid to be new Men, and conſequently of 


no great Family Intereſt in the Kingdom, 


the young King could hardly be ſuppoſed to 


be in Danger from the Ambition of any one 


ok them. 


In this Reſpect therefore the deceaſed 
King had taken due Care of his Infant Son ; 


but could he ſuppoſe, that the Government 
of a Kingdom, eſpecially of this, where 
our noble and rich Men have always been 
ſo FaQtious, could be exerciſed by 16 Per- 
ſons of 


equal Power and Preheminence ? 
Accordingly, the Impracticability of this 


was preſently ſeen; and the Earl of Hert- 


ferd, the King's Uncle, was by the Cont 
0 


> Chief Gentlemen of 


IO OY mn 
+. rr Dee \ 3 Kar * 9 op * W 
a, See ͤ . .. 


= 
— ie ed Ari dia 


LIFE Gb eee 
N PTY 2 - 
22 


Fe: o | 
f 4 
2 H 
"Fu 


n 


— n 


— — 
; — — 


— rr een 


1 
of Regency choſen Protector of the King's 
Realm, and the Governor of his Perſon. ' But 
Vith an expreſs Proviſo, that be ſhould d. 
nothing wilbont the r Us * ther 
| Regents. 
Beſides this Council of Regency, King 
by his Will, had nominated a Privy 
Council, conſiſting of 12 Perſons, all Com- 
moners but the Earls of Arundel and 5 
without the Conſent of the Majority of 
which, the Council of Regency Sal 0 
| nothing, which was an additional Clog up- 
on the Adminiſtration of Government, and 
A certain Prognoſtick, that it would ſoon 
ſplit i into Factions. 

The firſt Thing the Rogericy and Privy 
Council did was - give ſome of themſelves 
new Titles, and to provide for the Payment 
of their Penſions, which it was ſaid, the 
late King had promiſed. Among others the 
Lord Chancellor was made Earl of Southamp- 
ton, the Earl of Hertford, Duke of Somerſet, 
Sir Thomas Seymour, his younger Brother, 
and one of the Council, was made Lord 
Sudley, the ' Viſcount Life, Earl of War- 
wick, and the Earl of T_T Marquiſs of 
Northampton. 

This their great Hurry to take care of 
themſelves, began to render them unpopu- 
lar; but as my deſigned Brevity will not 

allow me to give a full Account of this Re- 


gency, I ſhall ouly obſerve, that the l 
| * 4 
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x8 } 
firſt Year as Fl out among themſelves, 
the mates was dſmiſſed from his Em- 
ployment, and the Duke of Somerſet found 
1 to get the whole Power into his 
Hands. * 
If this had been given him by the late 
king, he might perhaps have kept it, be- a7 
| Cauſe he ſeems to have had no View but „ 
for the Intereſt of the King and Kingdom, = 
eſpecially the Proteſtant Religion; but as he 
had got it by Means not altogether juſti- 
fiable, and as it was evidently againſt the 
late King's Intention, that any one Man 
ſhould have the Sovereign Power during the 
young King's Minority, it raiſed a jealouſy 
againſt him, which his Enemies took ad- 
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vantage of. | | at 
What was moſt extraordinary, his Bro- „ 
ther the Lord Sudley, whom he had made = 
4 


Lord High Admiral, ſoon became the moſt 
inveterate of his Enemies, and was the firſt 
to plot his Ruin; but his Plot was diſcover - 
ed, whereupon he was attainted by Parlia- 
ment, and beheaded March zoth, 1648-9 
being a Man of extravagant Ambition, and 
ſuch Men no Relation, no Friendſhip, no 
ps Offices can bind : On the contrary, the 
igher you exalt them, the more capable 
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and the more ready * make them to ſup- | 4 | 
plant you., kf 
But as the Protector had diſobliged the #1 


Nobles and rich Men, by endeavouring to 
prevent their oppreſling the Poor, which is 


H the 


2 


+ 


A 
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the Duty of every Sovereign, tho dange- 


rous to be attempted by any one that is not a 


Hereditary as well as wiſe and active Sove- 


reign; and as he had likewiſe offended many 
of the Members of both Councils, by acting 
contrary to their Advice, a Combination 


was formed againſt him, to which he was 


obliged to ſubmit, and by them an Act of 
Attainder or rather Pains and Penalties was 
procured againſt him in Parliament in 
1549-5, Which ſtript him of his Protector- 


ſhip and other Places, and a great part of his 


V 5 

- Upon the Protector's Downfal, the Earl 
of Warwick, who had been at the Head of 
the Combination againſt him, got the whole 
Power into his Hands, and was more ab- 
folute than ever he had been, tho' he took 
Care not to aſſume the invidious Name of 
Protector. However, he ſoon after got 


himſelf created Duke of Northumberland, 


and at the fame Time he got new Tities 
conferred upon ſeveral of his Friends ; but 
conſidering the late Protector's near Relation 
to the King, he could not be eaſy whilſt he 
was alive; therefore he forged a ſham Plot 
againſt him, upon which he got him con- 
victed of Felony, and ſentenced to be be- 


headed by the Houle of Lords, whereupon: - 


he was executed January 22d 1551-2, to 


the great Grief of the Populace, who may 


bemoan, but never can prevent the Fate 


of thoſe, who render themſelves obnoxious 
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Poor. 


Soon after this, the Duke of Northumber- | 


land began to form the Project of getting 
the Crown ſettled upon one of his Family, 
by getting his 4th Son married to the Lady 
Jane Grey, who by the Will of Henry the 
Eighth, was next in Succeſſion to the 
Princeſs Mary and Elizabetb, that King's 
two Daughters, which Marriage was 1ſo- 


lemnized in May 1553, after the young 


King Eduard had been given over by his 
Phyſicians; for before the young King died, 
which was not till the 6th of Ju, the 


Duke got him to make a Will, by which 


he ſet his two Siſters afide as illegitimate, 
and declared Jane Grey his Succeſſor, which 
raiſed a general Suſpicion, that this young 
Prince, who was both for natural Parts and 
acquired Knowledge a perfect Miracle for 
his Age, had by the Duke's Means been 
poiſoned by a flow Poiſon. " 

Upon Edward's Death, Lady Jane was 
accordingly ' proclaimed Queen at London; 


but the Peoples Hatred to the Duke of 


Northumberland her Father-in-Law ſur- 
mounted their Fears from the Princeſs 
Mary, who was a bigotted Papiſt, and as 


there was then no ſtanding mercenary Army 


in the Kingdom, the People were of ſome 
ſignificancy in every ſuch Conteſt; for 


Mary having got herſelf proclaimed, and 


having ſet up her Standard at Nori, the 


H 2 People 


o che Great, by ſupporting the Cauſe of the 
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People flocked to it from all Parts, Nor- 
thumberland was deſerted by his Army, and 
Jane by her Counſellors. * In ſhort, Mary 
was proclaimed Queen at London, Fuly the 
19th, and by the Duke of Northumberland 
himſelf at Cambridge the 2oth, But this 
did not avail him, he was next Day taken 
into Cuſtody by Mary's Order, and being 
Joon after condemned, was executed on the 
22d of Auguſt, together with Sir John 
Gates, and Sir Thomas Palmer, who had 
been his two Witneſſes againſt the Duke of 
Somerſet. 7 
As neither Queen Mary nor Queen Eli- 
Zabeth had any Children, we had no Prince 
of Wales, or apparent Heir to the Crown, 
until after the Union of the two Crowns of 
England and Scotland, in the Perſon of 
James the Sixth of Scotland, and firſt of 
England, Atthe Time of his Acceſſion in 
the Year 1603, he had two Sons Henry and 
Charles by his Queen, Anne of Denmark, 
the eldeft zine Years old, and the other not 
full three. He had likewiſe a Daughter, 
Elizabeth, not quite four, married in 1612, 
to the Elector Palatine, Mother of the 
Princeſs Sophia, who was Grandmother to 
our preſent King. In 1610, he created his 
eldeſt Son Henry, Prince of Wales, and 
Earl of Chefter, with many Formalities and 
great Solemnity, and at the ſame Time 
gave him a ſeparate Appointment and | 
Court, which was kept at St. James's, the | 
King's being then at Whizchall, This 


© 8-3 | 

This young Prince had ſo great a Cha- 
racter, and was ſo much beloved and re- 
ſpeed by all Ranks of People, that his 
Father grew jealous of him; but he died 
in 1612, in the 19th Year of his Age; and 
the jealouſy the Father expreſſed, made it, 
as uſual ſuſpected, that the young Prince 
by ſome Means or other had a Doſe ad- 
miniſtred to him, which put an End to 
his Life. 1 „ 
As James was fond of Solemnities and 
Rareeſhews, in 1616, he created Charles, 
then his only Son, Prince of Wales and Earl 
of Chefter, with the ſame Formalities that 
had been uſed at Henry's Creation; but I do 
not find, that he gave him a ſeparate Court, 
.perhaps, for fear he ſhould rival him in the 
Affections of his People, as Henry had done, 
tho' without any Deſign. But I muſt ob- 
ſerve, that upon the Death of Henry a 
Doubt aroſe, whether Charles, now the 
| King's eldeſt Son, was Duke of Cornwal; 
becauſe the Words of the abovementioned 
Act of Edward the Third, gives that Dutchy 
to the King's firſt begotten Son, which 
Charles was not; and tho' no ſuch Doubt 
had ariſen, either with Reſpect to Henry 
the Eighth, or Edward the Sixth, neither 
of whom was the King's firſt begotten 
Son, yet now it was thought neceſſary to 
have the Opinion of the beſt Lawyers upon 
it in Council; and as they all gave their 
Opinion in Favour of Charles, he was ac- 
. cordingly 
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cordingly by the King and Council declared 
Duke of Cornwal. 
James died March 27, 164 5, of a Ter- 
tian Ague; but as his Favourite Villiers, 
whom he had created Duke of Buckingham, 
and who was now become the Son's Chief 
Favourite, had - adminiſtered ſome Medi- 
cines to him, without the Knowledge of 
the Phyſicians, it was ſtrongly ſuſpected 
that he had poiſoned the old Man, in order 
to make way for the Son Charles, who 
upon his Father's Death was preſently pro- 
claimed King; and, as his Marriage with 
Henrietta of Frunce was before concluded, 
ſhe arrived June 12, at Dover, where the 
King met her, and the Marriage was next 
Day conſummated at Canterbury. By this 
Marriage the King had three Sons, Charles 
born May 29, 1630, and preſently after 
created Prince of Wales; James, born Oc- 
tober 13, 1633, and ſoon after his Birth 
created Dulce. IF York ; and Henry born in 
1640, and created Duke of Ghucefter i 

" Theſe three Sons partook in all the Mis- 
fortunes of the Father, and were for ſeve- 
ral Years obliged to live in Exile, whilſt 
their Country was governed firſt by a Set 
of Men, who called themſelves the Com- 
monwealth of England, and then by Oliven 
_ Cromwel, who called himſelf Protector; but 

in 1660, the three young Princes were re- 
ſtored, and the eldeſt proclaimed King by 


the Name of - Charles the- Second, which 
T itle 


„ 
Title he had aſſumed ever ſince the Murder 
of his Father. N bas 
I be youngeſt died ſoon after the Reſto- 

ration, and as Charles had no legitimate Iſ- 
ſue, he was, in February 1644-5, ſucceeded 
by his Brother James, by the Name of James 
the Second, who had no Son until 1688, 
when by his ſecond Wife, Mary of Mo- 
dena, whom he had married in 1673, he 
had a Son born, and named James, who 
was preſently after created Prince of Wales; 
but his Father and he being that very Year 
drove into Exile, he has been ſince, and is 
now called the Pretender. 7473 30 


As King Villiam had no Iſſue, and Queen 


Anne's Son, William, Duke of Glouceſter, 
died before her coming to the Crown, we 
could have no Prince of Wales, till the Ac- 
ceſſion of our preſent Royal Family, in 
1714, When his preſent Majeſty came over 
with his Father the late King, having then 
only the Title of Duke of Cambridge, which 
had been given him by Queen Anne; and 
in Virtue of which, he, by the Envoy from 
Hanover, claimed his Summons to Parlia- 
ment, April 12, 1714, for which that 
_ Envoy was forbid the Court, becauſe he 
had made that Demand from the Lord 


Chancellor, without previoufly acquainting 


the Queen. | 
| Upon the late King's Acceſſion, his pre- 
ſent Majeſty being his eldeſt Son, acquired 
of Courſe a Right to the Eſtate and Title 
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( 56 3 
of Duke of Cornwal, and all the Wan 


and Privileges belonging to it; for tho' he 


was born before his Father's Acceſſion, yet 


no Doubt could be made as to his Right to 
that Dutchy, as ſoon as his Father came 
to be King, as it was the Caſe of Henry the 


Fifth, who was acknowledged Duke of 
Curnwal, preſently after the Acceſſion of 


his Father Henry the Fourth; and likewiſe 
of Henry, eldeſt Son to James the Firſt. 


But as his late Majeſty was reſolved, that 


his eldeſt Son ſhould enjoy all the uſual 


Titles and Preheminences of the eldeſt Sons 
of our Britiſh Monarchs, therefore, preſent- 
ly after his Arrival in England, he created 


his Son, our preſent moſt gracious King, 


Prince of Wales, and Earl of Chefter, by 
Patent, dated the 25th Day of September, 


1714, in which Patent his former Titles 
are recited as follows, George Auguſtus, (al- 
ready Prince of Great-Britain, Electoral 


Prince of Brunſwick Lunenburg, Duke of 
Cornwal and Rothfjay, Duke and Marquis of 
Cambridge, Earl of Mzlford-Haven and 
Carrick, 12 Nerth- Allerton, Baron of 
Tewkſbury and Renfrew, Lord of the Iflands, 
and Steward of Scotland, Knight of the 
moſt noble Order of the Garter,) all which 


Titles accrued to him by Law, in Virtue of 
his Father's Acceſſion to the Crown, ex- 


cept thoſe of Duke and Marquis of Cam- 
bridge, &c. which he had by Creation as 


before mentioned, and that of Knight of 


the 


FIR” 


, \ 
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zarter „ which was conferred upon him 
by Queer " une, having been inſtalled De- 
tember 22, 1510, along with the Dukes of 
Devonſhire and Argyle; for as to the Scottifh 
Titles, vis. Duke of Rothſay, Earl of Car- 
tick, Baron of Renfrew, Lord of the Iflands, 
and Steward of Scotland, they, by the Law 


of Scotland, belong to the apparent Heir of 
the Crown, pp any Patent or Creation. 


2 Fanuary 10, 717-8, his late Majeſty 
cited Helbricl ewig, his Grandſon, af- 


terwards Prince of Wales, and now lately 
deceaſed, Duke of Glouceſter, but I doubt 
if the Patent ever 7 the Seals; be- 
cauſe on the 1 5th of July, 1726, his _ 
Majeſty created him Baron of Suan 

the County of Caernar von, Viſcount of 
 Launceſion in Cornwal, Earl of Eltham in 
Nent, Marquis of the Ille of Ely, and 


Duke of Edinburgh, which Patent did paſs 


the Seals, and was actually ſent to him; 
for I know, that from the Generoſity which 
after wards appeared in all his Actions, he 
made the Meſſenger, who had the good 
Luck to be ſent with it a very handſome 
Preſent. Perhaps, the Reaſon for not paſ- 
ſing the firſt Patent was, becauſe it was 
deemed an unfortunate Title ; for Thomas, 
Duke of Gloncefter, Uncle to Richard the 
Second, was carried Priſoner to Calais, and 


there murdered; Humphrey, Duke of Glou- 


egſer, Uncle to Henry the Sixth, was clapt 


0M in Prifon, and there privately murdered ; 
| I Richard, 
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IR - Richard, Duke of Gloucefer, afterwards 
= Field; Henry, Duke of Glouceſter, youngeſt 

Son of Charles the Firſt, died in the 2oth 

Year of his Age, and juſt after his Return 

| from Exile, ſo that he could hardly be faid 
1 to have ever enjoyed any Happineſs in this 
EL © Life; and William, Duke of Glouceſter, only 
An Son of Queen Anne, died in the 12th Year 
WET of his Age, after the Death of his Aunt 
_ ceſſion to the Cron. „ 
TY Upon his late Majeſty's Demiſe in 1727, 
his preſent Majeſty ſucceeded of Courſe to 
WE - the Throne, and his eldeſt Son now de- 
EET Cceaſed, became of Courſe intitled to all the 
r Titles ſettled by the Laws of England, or 


W's Scotland, upon the King's eldeſt Son. As 
_ he had always before reſided at Hanover, he 
RS was the next Year ſent for, and arrived at 
1 St. James's, December the 4th, 1728 ; hav- 
ing been before, viz. on the zoth of April, 
1718, inſtalled Knight of the Garter, and 
on the gth of January, 1728-9, he was 
created Prince of Wales, and Earl of Cheſter, 
and as ſuch he received next Day his Sum- 
mons to Parliament. Ds 
Having thus finiſhed my Hiſtory, I 
ſhall conclude with obſerving, that tho' his 
Royal Highneſs George-William-Frederick, 
the late Prince of Wales's eldeſt Son, be by 
Law intitled, as apparent Heir of the Crown, 
to the Titles of Duke of Rothſay, Earl of 
| 5 Carricł. 


” 


+ 


4 


= = 1 wow ww Ee” ff W. 


ng \ — FIO — 


op") 


Carricl, Baron of Renfrew, Lord of the 
Iſlands, and Steward of Scotland, yet he has 
nat without a new Creation a Right to the 
Titles of Prince of Hales, or Earl of Chef. 
ter, becauſe they were as uſual granted to 
his Father, and his Heirs, Kings of Great. 
Britain; ſo that without a new Creation, 
he can have no Right to thoſe Titles, till 
he comes ta be King. Nor has he a Right 
by Law to the Title or Eſtate of Duke of 


Cornwall; becauſe by Law they are limited 


to the firſt-begotten - "Son of the King, and 


conſequently, as his Father never was King, 


they cannot without a new Creation and 


Grant belong to him. 

I0 this I ſhall add, that until the Crea- 
tion of Henry, afterwards Henry the Eighth, 
when the King's eldeſt Son was by Patent 


created Prince of Wales, and Earl of Chefeer, i 


there was at the ſame time a Charter paſſed, 


for granting to him the Eſtates and Reve- 
nues belonging to the Principality of Males, 


and Earldom of Chefter, then in the Poſs 
ſeſſion of the Crown; which Revenues, by 


a Survey made in the Reign of Edward 
986 75. 9d. 


the Third, amounted to {| 
yearly, after deducting * char to the 
Judges, &c. and - was alſo ſometimes 
paſſed another Charter, by which all Ar- 


tears of Rent, &c. were granted to the 


Prince. But the paſſing of any ſuch Char- 


ters or Grants was omitted at the Creation 
of Henry, afterwards Henry the Eighth, and 
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has been ever fince viniRd; conſequen entl;s 5 4] 


the Princes ſince that Time have enjoyed 5 


nothing but the Titles of Prince of Mal, 


and Earl of Chtfter, and the Revenues; by 5 
being fince © granted Na, are now reduce 


to little or nothing. 


But as to the Eſtates FP) Revenues: of a | 
Canan, as they were by Act of Parla- 


ment annexed to the Crown, in the Reign 


of Edward the Third, and therefore could 
not be granted away without an Act of 
Parliament, they remain the ſame, or ra- 
ther better than they were in the Reign of 
that King; for no one of them has ever 
been granted away, except the Manor ef 
Iſeworth near London, and the Manor of 
Wallingford in Oxfordſhire, the former of 
which Henry the Fifth granted by Antho- 
rity of Parliament to Syn Monaſtery found- 


ed by him; and the latter, Henry the 


Eighth, by the fame Authority made Parcel 
of his Honour of Newelme ; but by both 


_ theſe Acts Lands of greater Value were 


granted and annexed to the Dutchy of Corn- 


204), the yearly Revenues of which Dutchy 


cannot eafily be computed, becauſe many 
of them are caſual ; but at the higheſt can 
never be near ſufficient for ſupporting the 
Honour and Dignity of the Heir 1 7 0 
to the Crown of Greaf-Britain. 
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